
Support for Military 
Affiliated Students

WCET 30th Annual Meeting
October 24, 2018



wcet.wiche.edu

Cheryl Dowd

Director, State Authorization Network 
(SAN), WCET

Cyber Fellow, WICHE



wcet.wiche.edu

Moderator

Mike Abbiatti

Executive Director, WCET
WICHE Vice President

for Technology Enhanced Education



wcet.wiche.edu

Presenter

Jonathan O. Woods
Associate Director, 
DoD Voluntary Education 
OASD Readiness 



wcet.wiche.edu



wcet.wiche.edu



wcet.wiche.edu



wcet.wiche.edu



wcet.wiche.edu



wcet.wiche.edu



wcet.wiche.edu



wcet.wiche.edu



wcet.wiche.edu

Presenter

Russ Poulin
Director, 
Policy & Analysis
WCET



wcet.wiche.edu

Council of College and Military 
Educators

Lane Huber
CCME Immediate Past President

Chief Distance learning &
Military Affairs Officer
Bismarck State College

Austin, TX
January 21-24, 2019



wcet.wiche.edu

Monthly Housing Allowance

https://www.benefits.va.gov/GIBILL/resources/benefits_resources/rates/ch33/ch33rates080118.asp#HOUSING

Online-only students
are capped at half the

normal rate.

$825
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Monthly Housing Allowance

https://www.vets.gov/gi-bill-comparison-tool

$2,193
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Monthly Housing Allowance

https://www.vets.gov/gi-bill-comparison-tool

$2,193

$   825
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Monthly Housing Allowance

Veteran Student Stories

Danny Stuckey

Seven years in the Marine Reserves
Four years active duty in the Army

Three years in the California National Guard
Army Reserves since 2013

https://wcetfrontiers.org/2017/07/17/ask-congress-to-address-the-housing-allowance-for-online-veterans-gi-bill/
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Oregon State University

Veteran Certifying Officials (2) Office of the Registrar

Military & Veteran Resource Advisor (1) Office of Student *Conduit for 

veterans to get connected

OSU-Cascades Veteran Coordinator (1)

OSU Ecampus military Connected Services (2)

ASOSU Coordinator of Veterans Affairs (1) 
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Dam Vets Newsletter
Sunday Coffee Talks Local/Virtual
Veteran’s Resource Blog
Military & Veteran’s Resources Facebook Page
Veteran Study Lounges In The Union
Military Connected New Student Orientation (Opt-in)

Military Connected Students Want A Sense of Community 
& Belonging - Creating A Sense of Community
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Observed Veteran’s Day
Military Appreciation Day (Athletic Events)
Institution recognition Military Friendly
Waivers: Application, ATD, Matriculation Fee 

A Sense of Belonging On Campus

Sidewalk stickers 
place in high 
traffic areas 
around campus.
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Where We Are Falling Short

• Very perceptive of the current college climate.
• They don’t feel they can be themselves.
• On-Campus Counseling for Veterans
• Tutoring Support (STEM)
• Extended Daycare Hours (Finals/Midterms)
• Better Articulation of Previous Coursework and Life 

Learning Credits
• Low faculty/staff military cultural competency and 

how to create an environment supportive of 
student
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What We Are Working On

• Centralized Veterans Resource Center
• Streamline On-Campus Orientation 

(START)
• Virtual Orientation for Ecampus

Population
• VA TeleHealth
• Zip code Search Meeting/Mixer
• Increased Financial Aid (Oregon 

residents)
• Kognito—faculty/staff development 

military cultural competency
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Supporting Military Connected Students

1. More isn’t better, better 
is better!

2. Where the little things    
matter.

3. Military friendly should   
mean in addition to.



wcet.wiche.edu

Student Stories
Hannah Thelen, USAF – expected graduation 2020

https://ecampus.oregonstate.edu/news/2018/hannah-thelen/
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Student Stories
Bryan Zacher, U.S. Army

https://ecampus.oregonstate.edu/news/2017/military-students/

https://oregonstate.app.box.com/s/0pzuhxabz3tdbylx9ya6b55w88aibq7f

https://ecampus.oregonstate.edu/news/2017/military-students/
https://oregonstate.app.box.com/s/0pzuhxabz3tdbylx9ya6b55w88aibq7f
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Questions for the Panel


