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Before & After SARA: The 
Problem SARA Solved 
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How SARA Works
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Essential Principles of SARA
• Voluntary for states to be members

• Voluntary for institutions to participate

• Acknowledges the traditional roles within higher 
education’s “accountability triad.”

• Lays out a framework for state-level reciprocity:
• SARA Policy across state members
• NC-SARA works in partnership with four regional compacts 

(WICHE, MHEC, SREB, NEBHE)
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The Critical Role of the States

• States approve their “home-state” institutions to 
participate in SARA

• The SARA State Portal Entity (SPE) is the state agency 
responsible for SARA approvals and compliance
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Institution 
Application 

and 
Renewal 
Process



Institutions Benefit 

Demystifying Professional Licensure Compliance | 9
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Students Benefit from SARA

• Expands access to educational offerings.

• Better resolution of complaints from students in SARA 
states.

• Reduces institutional cost that is in one way or another 
passed along to students.
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Questions and Discussion



SARA Today
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More 2,300 institutions participate in SARA!
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Out-of-state Learning Placements
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Neg Reg & SARA
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The U.S. Department of Education’s Potential Regulations 
That Could Impact SARA

• 34 CFR 668.14 Program participation agreement
• (32) In each State in which the institution is located or in which students enrolled by the 

institution are located the institution is otherwise required to obtain State approval 
under 34 CFR 600.9, the institution must ensure that each program—

• (iii) Complies with all State consumer protection laws, including both generally 
applicable State laws and those specific to educational institutions, except where State 
requirements for obtaining authorization are inapplicable pursuant to a State 
authorization reciprocity agreement.
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NPRM Publication of Final Rule Effective Dates

What’s Next?

• Publication of 
proposed rules 
(NPRM) in Federal 
Register

• April 2023 (target) 
for public comment

• At least 30 days 
comment period

• Regulations.gov

• ED responds to 
comments

• Publication of final 
rules in Federal 
Register

• Master Calendar: by 
November 1, 2023

• Goal is to 
implement by 
July 1, 2024



NC-SARA’s Resources
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NC-SARA QUICK START GUIDES

https://nc-sara.org/sara-learning-station

• SARA Quick Start Guides (10)
• Online Courses for Institutions: SARA 101; Foundations of Data 

Reporting
• In the Field: NC-SARA’s Institution Conference (2021 & 2022)

https://nc-sara.org/sara-learning-station
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1. Annual Data Reporting
2. California Students
3. Field Trips
4. Institution Applications
5. Military Bases

6. Overseas Students
7. Professional Licensure
8. Short Courses
9. Student Complaints
10. Third Party Contracts
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Professional Licensure Directory
State Authorization Guide

Data Dashboards & Annual Data Reports
Cost Savings Calculator

Institution Directory



Questions and Discussion
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For questions please email: 
Info@nc-sara.org

NC-SARA Website:  www.nc-sara.org

Thank You! 

mailto:Info@nc-sara.org
http://www.nc-sara.org/
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